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apples are being inspected in preparation for
export.

Exports mean jobs, and that is why we will
continue to work to open markets in Japan
and elsewhere. I appreciate Japan taking this
step toward greater liberalization of trade
and closer economic relations between our
two countries. As we move ahead, I look for-
ward to building on this achievement to open
Japan’s markets to more of America’s com-
petitive goods and services.

Address to the People of Ukraine on
Ukrainian Independence Day
August 24, 1994

It’s a privilege to speak directly to you, the
Ukrainian people, and congratulate you on
your third Independence Day.

In the short span of 3 years, Ukraine has
shown the world that a nation can rapidly
set down the roots of democracy. This year’s
elections for President and Parliament are
strong evidence of your commitment to a
democratic future, and we congratulate you
on them.

As Vice President Gore told President
Kuchma when he visited Kiev earlier this
month, the United States places a high value
on our relationship with Ukraine. The Amer-
ican people strongly support your country’s
independence, its sovereignty, its territorial
integrity. We believe in a stable, strong, and
prosperous Ukraine.

To help achieve those goals, the United
States will support you as Ukraine proceeds
down the difficult path of economic reform.
At the recent meeting of the Group of Seven,
I worked hard to secure a pledge of $4 billion
in assistance for your nation. Those funds will
be put to work when your government takes
practical steps to reform Ukraine’s economy
and introduce the free market. As you face
the hard work of modernizing and rebuilding
your economy, be assured that the United
States stands ready to help.

The fruits of cooperation between our two
nations can already be seen in our historic
achievements on military and nuclear secu-
rity matters. The leadership that Ukraine
demonstrated when it became the first coun-
try to join NATO’s Partnership For Peace

is showing other nations the path to new se-
curity arrangements that will promote a truly
unified Europe. Your nation’s critical role in
creating the trilateral statement on
denuclearization will not only remove a
source of great danger to you and people all
over the world but also ensure that you re-
ceive fair compensation for the value of the
nuclear warheads on your territory.

And I am confident that when Ukraine
joins the 164 nations that have acceded to
the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty, you
will witness a range of new opportunities for
your high-technology industries. These in-
dustries will have the chance to flourish in
both government-to-government projects
and through expanded international com-
merce.

Here in the United States, as you know,
we are especially proud of the Ukrainian-
Americans who have helped to build our de-
mocracy and contribute so much to our soci-
ety. I join with them in today’s celebration
of Ukraine’s reborn statehood and in recogni-
tion of Ukrainians the world over who have
given so much for the cause of freedom and
democracy.

The coming years pose many challenges,
but I am confident that we are laying the
foundation to meet them. Working together,
I am convinced that my country and yours
will continue to develop a deep and abiding
relationship that serves our mutual interests.
We look forward to working with your new
President and Parliament to find new ways
to strengthen the friendship between our
peoples.

On this day, we should all recall those who
fought for independence before us. Your
great poet Taras Shevchenko, a man born
into serfdom, a contemporary of my Nation’s
Great Emancipator, President Lincoln,
dreamed that one day his countrymen would
enjoy the fruits of independence. Today, on
behalf of all the American people, I con-
gratulate you on realizing Shevchenko’s
dream and on the great years of freedom that
lie ahead for all of you.

NOTE: The address was videotaped on August 4
at approximately noon in the Roosevelt Room at
the White House and was released by the Office
of the Press Secretary on August 24. A tape was
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not available for verification of the content of this
address.

Teleconference With the B’nai B’rith
Convention
August 24, 1994

The President. Thank you very much,
President Schiner, distinguished guests, la-
dies and gentlemen. Thank you for that very
warm greeting. And I certainly can identify
with the tension of waiting for election re-
sults to come in. I’m very glad to be with
you today, if not in body then very much
in spirit.

It’s an honor to address the international
convention of an organization that has done
so much for our country. I understand that,
along with delegates from 40 of our 50 States,
there are among you representatives from 36
nations. I want each of you to know this
country’s gratitude for the extraordinary
work B’nai B’rith has performed since its
founding in 1843. Your tireless dedication to
community service, health, education, and
housing for the elderly, and your staunch op-
position to bigotry of any kind long ago
earned our respect and our thanks.

Allow me to add my voice to the chorus
saluting Kent Schiner as he steps down after
4 distinguished years as your president. Kent
joined Hillary—or hosted Hillary and me—
at the Jefferson Memorial last October when
B’nai B’rith celebrated its 150th anniversary.
I admire anyone who survives and thrives for
a full term as president. So congratulations
to you, Kent, on a job well done.

This is a remarkably exciting time, both
at home and abroad for issues of particular
concern to B’nai B’rith and to me. At home
we’re on the verge of winning the fight to
make our streets safer for law-abiding Ameri-
cans. We’re closer to the day when health
care will no longer be a privilege for some
but a right for all. Our economy is recover-
ing—over 4 million new jobs in the last year
and a half. We’re moving in the right direc-
tion at home. Abroad we’ve witnessed
progress in one year toward peace in the
Middle East that can literally take our breath
away. And let me say a few words on these
subjects.

This past weekend, Democrats and Re-
publicans in the House of Representatives
joined in an unprecedented effort to set aside
the petty concerns of partisan politics and
acted quickly to address the real concerns
of real people about crime. Not only did they
pass a crime bill that the American people
desperately want and need, but they showed
the bipartisan spirit and good faith we des-
perately need here in Washington to make
this National Government work again.

Now the Senate has a chance to follow suit,
to pass the toughest, smartest, most biparti-
san crime bill in our Nation’s history, a bill
built on bipartisan roots of the crime bill that
Republicans and Democrats in the Senate
passed late last year by a vote of 95 to 4.

This bill is centrist and bipartisan to its
very bones: 100,000 new police officers, bil-
lions more for prisons, ‘‘three strikes and
you’re out,’’ prohibiting juveniles from own-
ing handguns, a ban on deadly assault weap-
ons, and much needed and working crime
prevention programs, and a massive cut in
the Federal bureaucracy to pay for these
crime-fighting efforts. That’s right. We’re re-
ducing the Federal bureaucracy to its small-
est size since the Kennedy Presidency and
putting all the savings into a trust fund to
pay for the crime bill. These aren’t Demo-
cratic or Republican ideas; they are common-
sense solutions that the American people
support because they can really make a dif-
ference against crime and violence now and
in the future.

For 6 years, the American people have
waited while Congress debated a crime bill,
even as they watched the average violent
criminal go free in just 4 years. It’s time to
act now. This is about keeping faith with the
millions upon millions of American families
who work hard, pay the taxes, obey the laws,
and don’t ask very much from our Govern-
ment, but they do want to raise their children
in a country that is safe and secure.

The American people don’t want a crimi-
nal justice system that makes excuses for
criminals. They also are tired of a political
system that makes excuses for politicians. It’s
time to put away the excuses, the blames,
and the politics and join forces to pass this
crime bill now. And I urge all of you to call
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